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After serving as a 
brigadier general in 

the Civil War,  
Robert H. Anderson 

served as Savannah’s 
chief of police until his 

death in 1888. He is 
buried at Bonaventure 

Cemetery under the 
bust on the left.

Behavior  
Cemetery
Sapelo Island, Georgia

T he first European settlers reached Georgia 
in 1732. They had been condemned in 
England as debtors and sent to work off 

their sentences by supplying Britain with agricul-
tural products. Prior to 1750, slavery was banned 
in Georgia. Once the antislavery laws were 
overturned, West Africans were imported as 
slaves, on the shaky justification that they could 
withstand the heat and humidity of the South.

Plantations on the Sea Islands grew rice. 
Africans from the Windward Coast (modern-day 
Senegal, Gambia, Sierra Leone, and Liberia) grew 
rice at home, so they were preferred to work on 
the islands. These Africans brought their win-
nowing baskets, burial practices, and especially 
their language with them.

One of Georgia’s barrier islands, Sapelo 
Island is a seven-mile boat trip from the main-
land. The village of Behavior was established 

on Sapelo after Thomas Spalding purchased a 
4000-acre tract there in 1802.

After the Civil War ended, land on the coast-
al islands was sold to newly freed slaves as part 
of the Reconstruction plan.

Fewer than 50 people remain on Sapelo, 
descendants of Africans brought here as slaves. 
They follow the traditions of Geechee culture, 
which is the longest surviving West African 
culture in the United States.

The Behavior Cemetery dates to 1805 or so. 
Traditionally, Geechee cemeteries were dug in 
unoccupied wooded areas. Markers in the ceme-
tery range from modern granite cubes to cement 
markers lettered by hand.

Geechee people believe that spirits remain 
active after death and can become mischie-
vous if disturbed. To keep spirits from roaming, 
personal objects are left on graves: cups, china 
plates, tobacco pipes that the deceased used in 
life, as well as clocks or other domestic items. 
Incorrectly dismissed as grave decorations, 
these offerings have been stolen from graves at 
Behavior as souvenirs—much to the horror of 
surviving families.
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Still in use today, 
Behavior Cemetery 
first served as a 
burial ground for 
enslaved Africans 
from the Windward 
Coast. Descendants 
still practice customs 
passed down over  
the centuries. 

Cemetery records were destroyed in a fire 
in 1921. Because the cemetery has been in use 
for so long, it became increasingly common to 
disturb unmarked burials whenever a new grave 
was opened. At the request of Geechee resi-
dents, students from the University of Tennessee 

at Chattanooga did archaeological research in 
the graveyard in May 2010. Using ground pen-
etrating radar, they looked for unmarked graves 
and headstones that might have sunken beneath 
the earth’s surface. The students then mapped the 
cemetery to protect the ancestors buried there.   
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To honor his Southern 
roots, Reverand 

King’s tomb is faced 
with Georgia marble. 

Coretta Scott King,  
his wife, joined  

him in 2006.

The Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent 
Social Change
449 Auburn Avenue NE, Atlanta, Georgia 
http://thekingcenter.org 

A fter his assassination in Memphis by 
James Earl Ray in April 1968, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s body was brought home 

to Atlanta. A farm wagon, drawn by mules, car-
ried his coffin to Atlanta’s South-View Cemetery, 
where his parents would later be buried.

South-View Cemetery was founded in 1886 
by nine former slaves after African-Americans 
were barred from Atlanta’s Whites-only grave-
yards. In consequence, South-View Cemetery is 
the oldest African-American not-for-profit corpo-
ration in the United States. It serves as the final 
resting place for over 70,000 African-Americans 
and others, regardless of race or religion.

In June 1968, Coretta Scott King, King’s 
widow, opened the Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent Social Change in the basement of 
the couple’s home. Two years later, she had Dr. 
King’s body removed from the cemetery and placed 
in a new tomb on a lot near the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church. Eventually the King Center moved nearby.

The gravesite has evolved over time. Origi-
nally, it held only the white marble sarcophagus 
with an epitaph taken from King’s I Have a Dream 
speech: “Free at last, free at last, thank God 
Almighty, I’m free at last.” In 1976, a memorial 
park was built around the tomb. It consisted of 
a brick and concrete plaza ringed by an arcade. 
In time, the raked gravel around the grave was 
replaced by a reflecting pool, with King’s sar-
cophagus on a raised pedestal in the center. An 
eternal flame was added in 1977.

Coretta Scott King died from a stroke and 
complications of ovarian cancer in January 2006. 
She was interred in a small white tomb near Dr. 
King’s grave until a sarcophagus to match his 
could be constructed. Her epitaph comes from I 
Corinthians: “And now abide Faith, Hope, Love, 
these three; but the greatest of these is Love.” 
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Born enslaved, 
Booker T. Washington 
founded the Tuskegee 
Institute (now 
University) in 1881. He 
wished to be buried in 
the campus cemetery 
near the chapel.

Approximately 9,000 
people rest in the 
shade of 700 sugar 
maple trees, from 
which the cemetery 
takes its name.

Tuskegee  
University Campus 
Cemetery
Booker T. Washington Boulevard,  
Tuskegee, Alabama

Booker Taliaferro Washington, founder of 
Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute, 
was born enslaved in Virginia in 1856. Freed 

by the Civil War, he pursued an education at the 
Hampton Institute on the shores of Chesapeake 
Bay. After graduation, he wanted to open a college 
for African-American students farther south. Dona-
tions to the Tuskegee Institute came from Andrew 
Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller, among others.

In Missouri, George Washington Carver had 
also been born enslaved. He and his mother were 
kidnapped by slave stealers. Although he was 
reclaimed, she disappeared. After the Civil War, 
Carver graduated from the Iowa State College of 
Agriculture and Industrial Arts. He dreamed of 
becoming an artist. Instead, Washington invited 
Carver to join the faculty at Tuskegee. Carver 
taught there for the next 47 years.

While at Tuskegee, Carver invented a 
program of crop development and soil conserva-
tion. He revolutionized Southern agriculture by 
demonstrating that a single crop—peanuts, for 
instance—could be used in hundreds of different 
ways. Peanuts grew to be a $200-million industry 
by 1938, thanks to his experiments.

In 1915, Washington fell ill in New York and 
returned to Alabama to die. He was laid to rest 
on the campus he loved. His burial in the little 
campus cemetery elevated it to a shrine.

The university’s unassuming, informal ceme-
tery is located near the University Chapel. Within 
its confines lie all but one of the university’s past 
presidents, including Frederick Douglas Patter-
son, who served as president for 25 years and 
founded the United Negro College Fund.

Also buried here is William Levi Dawson. His 
1935 Negro Folk Symphony was the first sympho-
ny written by a Black composer. He also founded 
the Tuskegee Institute School of Music.   

Maplewood  
Cemetery
1419 Maplewood Road, Harrison, Arkansas 
http://www.harrisonarkansas.org/ 
c_upe_view.php?id=25

Over 700 sugar maple trees shade the 
grounds of this cemetery. The trees were 
originally planted in 1924 by the women 

of the Twentieth Century Club, who transplanted  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

them from the surrounding woodland. Some of 
the original trees still put on a show each year.

In summer, sugar maples cast dense shade 
over the granite markers below. In the fall, how-
ever, the deciduous trees explode into their full 
beauty. As the weather grows colder, some turn 
crimson, others orange, still others sunny yellow. 
Maplewood Cemetery comes into its true glory 
between mid-October and early November.

The cemetery invites visitors to walk the 
grounds, photograph the trees, and absorb its 
sense of peace.

Buried at Maplewood is John Paul Hammer-
schmidt, the first Republican representative in 
Arkansas since the Reconstruction. He served in 
the United States House of Representatives from 
1967 to 1993, narrowly defeating Bill Clinton for 
the seat in 1974. Hammerschmidt’s father was 
a lumberman, so the congressman worked on 
behalf of conservation while in office. He died of 
heart disease in 2015.   
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On a bluff overlooking 
the Mississippi River, 

the Natchez City 
Cemetery is full of 

angels and ironwork 
from the antebellum 

era. Notice the 
unusual iron 

mausoleum stained 
with rust.

Natchez City 
Cemetery
2 Cemetery Road, Natchez, Mississippi 
natchez.ms.us/150/Cemetery

T he city of Natchez is located on the Mis-
sissippi River between Vicksburg and New 
Orleans. The Spanish founded it as the 

capital of the surrounding area around 1790. It 
was acquired by the United States as part of the 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

Natchez City Cemetery, established in 1822, 
contains reburials from a former graveyard locat-
ed downtown. Markers with 18th-century dates 
of death still stand in the cemetery.

While the cemetery is enhanced by beautiful 
ironwork fences and benches, most visitors come 
to explore its legends.

The most famous statue in the Natchez City 
Cemetery is the Turning Angel. When headlights 
filter in from outside the cemetery gates, an 
optical illusion makes it seem as if the angel 
twists to watch passersby. The angel marks 
the mass grave of 12 employees killed in an 
explosion at the Natchez Drug Company in March 
1908. The youngest victim was 12. The explosion 
put the company out of business, but the owner 
purchased the burial plot and the angel to mark 
their graves.

One of the well-known denizens of the Nat-
chez City Cemetery is 10-year-old Florence Irene 

Ford, who had been afraid of storms. After she 
died of yellow fever, her mother had her buried 
in a vault constructed with a staircase down 
into the ground, so that she could sit with her 
baby whenever a storm came along. Clear  
glass used to look in at the head of Florence’s 
coffin, but that was removed in the 1950s to 
prevent vandalism.

One curious headstone seems to have sunk-
en into the sod so that all that’s visible is “Lou-
ise. The Unfortunate.” It’s commonly believed 
that Louise was a mail-order bride who arrived 
on the dock at Natchez expecting to meet her 
fiancé. Sadly, her husband-to-be never claimed 
her. Louise started working as a seamstress and 
cook, but ended up as a prostitute. When she 
died, someone took pity on her. She’s buried in 
a corner of the City Cemetery’s Jewish section 
under a nice marble stone.   

Saint Louis  
Cemetery #1
425 Basin Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 
http://www.saveourcemeteries.org/ 
st-louis-cemetery-no-1 

L ike the Cathedral in Jackson Square, this 
New Orleans graveyard is named for Louis IX, 
the 13th-century king of France. He crusaded 

to the Holy Land twice and was canonized in 1297.
While Saint Louis #1 is the oldest surviving 

cemetery in New Orleans, it is only a shadow of 
its former self. The Varney family pyramid, now 

near the Basin Street gate, once stood at the 
geographic center of the graveyard. Built circa 
1810, the pyramid is one of the oldest tombs to 
survive. The earliest marked grave, adorned with 
a simple iron cross, remembers Antoine Bonabel, 
who died in February 1800.

One of the most unusual aspects of Saint 
Louis #1 are the so-called oven vaults that line 
its perimeter. These niches can be reused  
after a year and a day. The extreme heat and 
humidity in New Orleans reduces a corpse 
placed inside to bones within the span of a 
year, after which time a second coffin can be 
pushed inside. The back of the vault opens  
into a chamber called a caveau, where the 
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New Orleans’s 
aboveground tombs 
hark back to the 
family tombs in 
France and Spain. 
An estimated 100,000 
people have been 
buried in Saint Louis 
Cemetery #1.

bones of everyone buried in that niche reside, 
jumbled together.

The most famous resident of Saint Louis 
#1 may or may not be Marie Laveau, the Voodoo 
Queen. The Glapion tomb is inscribed (in French): 
“Here lies Marie Philome Glapion, deceased June 11,  
1897, aged 62 years. She was a good mother, a 
good friend, and regretted by all who knew her.” 
The death date of 1897 is not the famous Marie’s, 
but closer to her daughter Marie’s.

The “tradition” of breaking a brick off one 
of the neighboring tombs to scrawl XXX on the 
Glapion mausoleum began in the 1960s, promot-
ed by unscrupulous tour guides. The surviving 
Glapions, the Archdiocese of New Orleans, and 
the city itself consider the ritual vandalism.

Other famous residents of Saint Louis #1 
include Homer Plessy, plaintiff in the 1896 

Supreme Court case that established the  
“separate but equal” doctrine, overturned by  
Brown v. Board of Education in 1954; land 
developer Bernard de Marigny, for whom New 
Orleans’s Faubourg Marigny is named; Etienne 
de Bore, first to granulate sugar commercially, 
creating the local industry; Mayor Ernest “Dutch” 
Morial, New Orleans’s first African-American 
mayor; and Paul Morphy, the first U.S. chess 
champion. In the city’s earliest days, there was 
no division between Black and White in the 
graveyard or its caveaus. Segregation began after 
America made the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

In 2015, the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
restricted access to the cemetery to registered 
tour groups and family members of the deceased. 
Luckily, there are many tours from which to 
choose.   

Metairie  
Cemetery
5100 Pontchartrain Boulevard,  
New Orleans, Louisiana 
http://www.saveourcemeteries.org/ 
metairie-cemetery

Metairie Cemetery opened in 1872 on 
the grounds of the old Metairie Race 
Course. Legend holds that the Creole 

aristocracy had shunned the graveyard’s owner, 

Charles T. Howard, as a crass American who’d 
made his fortune in the corrupt Louisiana State 
Lottery Company. At his first opportunity, Howard 
bought the land, closed the track, and charged the 
Creoles money to be buried there. Even though 
the story is not historically accurate, the oval 
shape of the track still dominates the cemetery.

Antique postcards show the grand entrance 
to the cemetery as an ivy-swathed archway. 
Unfortunately, since Louisiana chopped the 
Pontchartrain Expressway through the Metairie 
District, the former grand entrance now serves as 
a back exit.
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An angel crowned 
with a star 
indicates that she 
has come from 
heaven. She is 
dropping blessings 
on the grave in the 
form of flowers in 
Metairie Cemetery.
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From Egyptian 
Revival to Gothic to 
Romanesque, these 
tombs demonstrate 
the range of 
architectural styles in 
Metairie Cemetery.

The Spanish used 
this area to bury 
Christianized Indians 
before the British took 
over. The names on 
surviving tombstones 
combine Spanish and 
Irish surnames.

Near the highway rises the 30-foot-high 
tumulus of the Louisiana Division of the Army 
of Tennessee. The tumulus, a manmade hill, is 
the most ancient form of grave monument. This 
burial mound belonged to a Benevolent Society 
that provided burial space to Civil War veterans. 
Inside the grass-blanketed tumulus lay 48 niches 
full of old soldiers, including Confederate Gener-
al Pierre G. T. Beauregard, who ordered the first 
shot fired on Fort Sumter and later commanded 
the Army of Tennessee. The last Civil War veter-
an was interred in 1929.

The most famous person ever buried in 
Metairie Cemetery was Jefferson Davis, presi-
dent of the Confederate States of America. He 
died in New Orleans in 1889 and was laid to rest 

beneath the 38-foot granite column marking the 
tomb of the Army of Northern Virginia. Davis’s 
funeral was the largest New Orleans has yet 
seen. Even so, several years after his death, 
Davis’s widow Varina allowed his remains to be 
removed to Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond.

One of the most fascinating monuments in 
Metairie belongs to the Egan family, who had it 
designed to look like a ruin. Its marble archway 
yawns open to the sky, just like the Gothic chapel 
on the Egan property in Ireland that inspired it. 
New marble blocks were distressed to appear 
cracked and broken. Even the family’s nameplate 
looks as if it has been dropped.

The Brunswig tomb is a granite pyramid 
taller than wide. A Greek maiden raises her hand 
to knock on the tomb’s door. Behind her stands a 
tall Roman urn with ornate handles and a marble 
eternal flame frozen in its mouth. Across the 
entryway crouches a sphinx whose broad shoul-
ders dwarf her impassive face. The inspiration 
for the tomb is one that stands in the Cimitero 
Monumentale in Milan, Italy.

A final note: Since it occupies low ground 
close to Lake Pontchartrain, the Metairie District 
was completely inundated after Hurricane 
Katrina. The disaster underlines the fragility of 
old cemeteries.   

Tolomato  
Cemetery
14 Cordova Street, Saint Augustine, Florida 
http://www.tolomatocemetery.com

Saint Augustine was founded on September 
8, 1565, which makes it the oldest contin-
uously occupied settlement established by 

Europeans in the continental United States.
Citizens of Saint Augustine began to use this 

acre of land as a graveyard in 1777. In 1799, the  
parish priest Don Miguel O’Reilly claimed in a 
deposition that the land had been used “since 
time immemorial” as a burial ground. In fact, 
the Spanish used it to bury Native Americans 
converted to Christianity before the British took 
over the area.
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The grave of Godfrey 
Foster is illustrated 

with two hands 
clasping. One wears 

a lacy feminine 
cuff, while the other 

cuff looks more 
businesslike and 

masculine. Probably 
it indicates that 

Foster was married, 
but it may signify his 
welcome to heaven.

Names on the grave markers here are 
Spanish or Irish, or Spanish and Irish as in 
the case of Don Juan McQueen, who lies in 
an unmarked grave but is acknowledged by a 
historical marker. McQueen carried messages 
between George Washington and the Marquis 
de Lafayette during the Revolutionary War, but 
had to flee the United States to escape debtor’s 
prison in Georgia. He worked for the Spanish 
governor in Florida before his death in 1807.

French-born Augustin Verot became the 
first bishop appointed to Florida in 1858. He 

was staunchly pro-Confederacy: the first time 
an American bishop took a political stance on 
a subject unrelated to the Church. Northerners 
called him the Rebel Bishop. He is buried in the 
mortuary chapel in the heart of the cemetery. A 
bust of him stands nearby.

The final burial recorded in the graveyard 
was Robert P. Sabate, who died in 1892. The 
cemetery was closed after that.

These days, the cemetery is open to the pub-
lic one Saturday a month, thanks to the Tolomato 
Cemetery Preservation Society.  

Huguenot  
Cemetery
A1A Orange Street, Saint Augustine, Florida 
http://www.memorialpcusa.org/ 
huguenot-cemetery

A lthough the cemetery is named for the 
French Protestant movement, it’s unlikely 
there are any actual Huguenots here. 

During the Spanish colonial era, this half-acre 
piece of land across from Saint Augustine’s city 
gates was used as a potter’s field to bury criminals 
and other excommunicants. All non-Catholics 
would have been buried here. The oldest graves 
have no inscriptions, since the Spaniards felt it 
was better to erase the memory of people who 
died outside the Church.

After the United States took control of the 
Florida territory, Saint Augustine’s oldest Protes-
tant burial ground opened officially in September 
1821. Shortly thereafter, a yellow fever epidemic 
gripped the city.

The land’s owner, Reverend Thomas Alexander, 
deeded the cemetery to the Presbyterian Church 
in 1832. The cemetery closed in 1884, but it is still 
maintained by Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Among the approximately 436 people buried 
here are U.S. Congressmen Gideon Barstow, who 
retired to Florida and died in 1852, and Charles 
Downing, who also served as a colonel in the 
Seminole War in 1836.

That isn’t what draws most people to the 
old cemetery. By many accounts, it is the most 

haunted place in the ancient city. One of the ghost 
stories begins with the body of a 14-year-old girl 
left at the city gates during the yellow fever epi-
demic. Since no one claimed her, she was buried 
in the Huguenot Cemetery. It’s said her ghost, 
clad in a flowing white dress, still wanders the 
cemetery after midnight. Sometimes she waves 
at visitors.

The most famous ghost has been identified 
as Judge John Stickney, who died in 1882. When 
his children had him exhumed years later, the 
gravediggers opened his coffin to find the judge 
reasonably well preserved. In the mob of people 
watching the exhumation was a thief who stole 
the judge’s gold teeth right out of his skull. 
Although Stickney’s body was moved to Wash-
ington, DC, the tall dark figure of the judge’s 
ghost still prowls the cemetery, searching for his 
missing teeth. He’s been seen day and night.

The fragile old cemetery is usually locked these 
days, but the Friends of the Huguenot Cemetery 
open it on the third Saturday of each month. 
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This artificial reef 
off the coast of Key 
Biscayne is designed 
to accommodate 
cremated remains of 
divers and others who 
loved the sea.

Neptune  
Memorial Reef
International waters off Key Biscayne, Florida 
N 25° 42.036’ W 80° 05.409’ 
http://www.nmreef.com

T hree and a quarter miles off the coast 
of Key Biscayne stands a one-of-a-kind 
cemetery. Inspired by sunken cities like Al-

exandria and Herakleion, the Neptune Memorial 
Reef is the world’s most beautiful underwater 
graveyard.

As conceived by Key Largo artist Kim Bran-
dell, the monuments are huge and heavy: 5-ton 
columns on 50-ton bases. Even smaller sculptures 
of shells weigh 10 pounds. Brandell considers his 
architecture futuristic rather than classical, but 
the broken columns, colonnades, and massive 
lion echo the mythical Atlantis.

Sponsored by the Neptune Society—one of 
the largest providers of cremation in the United 
States—the reef is designed as a repository for 
human cremains, the by-products of cremation. 
Families select one of Brandell’s designs, add 
their loved one’s cremains and small memen-
tos like fishing lures to the concrete, and the 

monument is placed forty feet below the waves 
by divers. The Reef belongs to the Green Burial 
Council.

Shipwreck diver Bert Kilbride—immortalized 
in the Guinness World Records at the age of 90 
as the world’s oldest scuba diver—has a place of 
honor atop one of the columns at the Reef gate. 
Other monuments in the cemetery include bench-
es, columns, and starfish. Future monuments may 
include dolphins and Neptune himself.

The largest manmade reef yet conceived 
is intended to transform more than 16 acres of 
barren ocean floor. Designed to welcome fish and 
promote the growth of corals, the reef meets the 
guidelines of the EPA, NOAA, Florida Fish and 
Wildlife, and the Army Corps of Engineers.

Since 2007, the reef has attracted 56 species 
of fish. Most common are bluehead wrasses, 
followed by sergeant majors, bar jacks, and 
tomtates. Long-spined sea urchins, green moray 
eels, and many species of crab have moved into 
the reef’s crevices, while sponges colonize its 
vertical surfaces. Fourteen species of coral have 
settled in. All in all, the ecosystem is developing 
faster than expected.

The Neptune Memorial Reef welcomes 
recreational scuba divers, marine biologists, and 
researchers from all over the world. 
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